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.adaptation, if not invention; yet they may have assumed their
present forms in the Burmese language at a period subsequent
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to the composition of Somadeva s Kathd Sarit Sdgara. In
many instances where the same stories are found in the
writings of the Brahmans, the Buddhists, and the Jains, it does
not follow that one sect copied from another; but it is most
probable that they were derived from common sources, and
more or less modified to adapt them to the doctrines peculiar
to each sect. However this may be, in the absence of any
Buddhist version of our story the date of which is positively
ascertained to be earlier than the sixth century--when the
Vrihat Kathd was originally composed--the Vetala tale, as
above, must be considered as the oldest, notwithstanding the
unquestionable antiquity of the Buddhist fictions generally. In
the following Burmese version, from Captain...
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