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Anglophone Studies), course: Filming Australia, language: English, abstract: 1. Introduction Release date 2001
Lantana is an Australian film that was released in 2001 and directed by Ray Lawrence. It is based on Andrew
Bovell's play Speaking In Tongues. The movie is set in a suburban area of Sydney and portrays the lives of nine
different characters focusing especially on their relationships and their individual struggle with emotions. The
name Lantana means the plant Lantana, a very thick and tangled shrub. The title can be interpreted as a
metaphor for the tangled, intertwined relationships that are presented in the film. Lantana was the first movie
that won all of the top six categories of the Australian Film Institute (AFl) awards: best picture, best director, best
actress, best actor, best supporting actress, best supporting actor.1 1.1 Plot summary Lantana tells the story of
eight couples who are joined through sex, betrayal and death. The four marriages are between Leon and Sonja,
Jane and Pete, Nik and Paula, and Valerie and John. The central event in Lantana is the mysterious death of
psychiatrist Dr. Valerie Sommers, her body is found in a remote forrest near a quiet back road. Detective Leon
Zat is called to solve the case and during his investigations he discovers that his wife Sonja was one of Valerie's
clients because of their unfulfilling marriage. Leon suspects Valerie's husband John Knox, who claims he wasn't
at home when his wife desperatley called him from a phone box, saying her car broke...
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