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time Greece, Italy, and even Asia Minor, in total darkness--
uninhabited, or in the lowest unhistorical savagism! It is very
hard to believe this. It presents a marvel greater than anything
recorded in Genesis about the origin and early condition of
mankiud--greater for the imagination, far greater for the
reason. Egyptian history would be like an Egyptian obelisk
standing in the desert, spindling up to a vast height, whilst all
around was desolation in the view that height presented. Such
an antiquity in this one people, should we reason from it a
priori, and connect with it the modern claim of progress,
would throw out of proportion all the other chapters of history.
It would bring the Roman empire before the days of Abraham,
and make our nineteenth century antedate the Trojan war.
These considerations do not only support the Bible chronology
as prolonged in...
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