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illustrated. 1916 Excerpt: . . . Second: We know it harms woefully the individuals it purports to conserve. The
children that find employment in southern cotton mills do so either because of needy parents or other
unfortunate circumstances. It is absolutely necessary for them to gain a livelihood and in the cotton mill these
children earn higher wages and find less dangerous (shown by lower insurance rates) and more congenial
work than elsewhere. This bill simply takes away the opportunity to make a fair living, substitutes this by
nothing else and, therefore, forces the child here into more arduous labor at less money, to the street or to
charity. It simply cripples; deprives the child, and many times a family, of their best chance to better themselves.
Third: The resources, interests, people and conditions of each state are so diversified that the people of each
state are better able to determine under what individual regulations they should live and work--Of the People,
for the People, by the People. The work and conditions under which people of these United States work differ in
every section and in almost every state. The people of North Carolina have very little first hand information of
the working conditions of Indiana, Colorado, or Oklahoma. The converse is also true. It can not be denied that
the people of Massachusetts know better how to regulate their own working conditions than the South Carolina
Congressmen. What is true of Massachusetts is true of every other state. This...
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