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is emblematic of the struggle to tame the Florida frontier without destroying it. As Stuart Mclver unfolds the
story behind this little-known crime, he also provides a window into Florida history during the creation of
modern South Florida. Born in Chicago in 1870, Bradley moved to Florida as a young boy in 1876. Nineteen
years later his father became associated with the developer and railroad magnate Henry Flagler, and in 1898
the family moved to the isolated coastal village of Flamingo. Situated on the southeastern fringe of the
Everglades, Flamingo was a flash point in an emerging ecological battleground that drew the Bradleys and
other pioneer families into a conflict later dubbed the Plume Wars. At the turn of the century, the mass killing of
egrets and other plume birds for feathers to adorn womens hats was a serious concern among the nations
growing cadre of environmentalists, especially among those who belonged to the Audubon Society, a
conservation organization founded in 1886. In 1901, at the urging of Audubon Society leaders and the American
Ornithologists Union, the Florida legislature enacted a bird protection law that provided for the hiring of local
game wardens, and a year later Guy Bradley assumed the dual role of Monroe Countys game warden and
deputy sheriff. For the next three years, from 1902 to 1905, Bradley matched wits and sometimes weaponswith
an array of plume hunters and other nefarious...
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