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Print on Demand *****.The United States has long worked
closely with Japan to build a strong, multifaceted relationship
based on shared democratic values and mutual interest in
Asian and global stability and development. Although the Bush
Administration came into office with an avowed determination
to promote closer alliance relations, the failure of the
government headed by Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi to
overcome economic stagnation that has lasted more than a
decade has started to lower U.S. regard for a country which
otherwise remains an important military ally. U.S.-Japan
relations concern Members and Committees with
responsibilities or interests in trade and international finance
and economics, U.S. foreign policy, ballistic missile defense
(BMD), and regional security. The latter include North Korea s
nuclear and missile proliferation and China s potential
emergence as the dominant regional military power. Congress
has been particularly interested in issues concerning U.S.
military bases in Japan, which have played a key role in
supporting the military campaign in Afghanistan and the
military buildup near Iraq. In October 2001 the Koizumi
government gained parliamentary passage of legislation
permitting the despatch...
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