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approach her, and gust after gust, like the rushing of so many heavy wings, passed and repassed over the
couch where she lay, lifting and rending its silken drapery. She cried aloud once more in her apprehension.
Forgive, forgive me, dearest Albert--forgive me that | have offended. Come to me--be as thou wert--1 will obey
thee--I will never offend thee more. Too late--too late, cried a voice of sorrow rather than of anger from the
bosom of the cloud, which now hung, like a dense wreath of vapour, just above the couch where she lay. It is
too late, dearest Anastasia--I can return to thee no more. Wherefore--wherefore was the interrogation of the
terrified woman. It is the doom ! was the hollow answer from the cloud; and the star that still shone from the
vague form before her seemed to shed drops of blood, that fell even upon the garments of her couch, as the
mournful voice thus responded to her inquiry. Alas! alas! wherefore is this doom she cried once more to the
shadow and the star. Thou hast already asked too much. | warned thee, my Anastasia. Was it not enough to
know that thou wert happy Why wast thou not satisfied with thy condition Thou hast destroyed...
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