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Prevention. Excerpt: . .. culture tests of the other samples,
collected on October 18, revealed positive results. In a more
recent instance, on November 6, 2003, USPS shut down 11
postal facilities in and around Washington, D. C., after a
preliminary test - not a confirmed result - from a routine air
sample taken on November 5 indicated that a naval mail
processing facility might be contaminated with anthrax. USPS
tracked the flow of mail through its own facilities and closed 11
postal facilities that delivered mail to the naval facility. The
subsequent confirmatory tests were negative, and the facilities
were reopened about 3 days later. All the activities discussed
above are interdependent, and many variables for each one
can affect the results. Further, problems associated with any
one of these activities could affect the validity of the results
generated by the overall process. Given that there are so many
variables, the use of different sample collection strategies,
reflected in site-specific plans, could yield different results. For
example, three potential sample collection plans could be...
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