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illustrated. 1895 Excerpt: . . . exertion was a serious attempt by Lord Selborne and the present Colonial
Secretary, when President of the Board of Trade in 1883, to reduce by about 30 per cent, the charges for
Shorthand notes in Bankruptcy. This insidious and far-reaching innovation was essayed by the promulgation
under s. 127 of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883, of the following rule: (59) If the Court shall. . . be of opinion that it
would be desirable that a person (other than the person before whom the examination is taken) should be
appointed to take down the evidence. . . . in Shorthand or otherwise, it shall be competent for the Court to make
such appointment; and every person so appointed shall be paid a sum not exceeding 3s. 6d. per hour or part of
an hour, and, where the Court appoints a Shorthand Writer, a sum not exceeding 4d. per folio of 72 words for
any transcript of the evidence that may be required, and such sums shall be paid by the party at whose
instance the appointment was made, or out of the estate, as may be directed by the Court. Immediately upon its
appearance, the whole of the Shorthand Writers throughout England engaged in bankruptcy work were in a
state of active agitation against the odious rule; and even the Council of the Institute, aHer fortifying itself with
the approval of a Special General Meeting, went so far with the agitators as to take up a position...
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