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indexed. Not illustrated. 1911 Excerpt: .on arbitrary estimates of relative intensity, and the inaccuracies which
must inevitably enter into such a representation are likely to confuse the investigator. My experience with
spectra of this sort leads to the conviction that theoretical investigations based upon them should be
undertaken only with the aid of reproductions on glass from original negatives, or, where it is possible, with
that afforded by the negatives themselves. The customary curves have therefore not been drawn for the few
observations that it is possible to present, and | have confined my efforts to measuring, as closely as it is
possible to estimate them, the positions of 2 See Observations of the Spectrum of Nova Persei. L. O. Bulletin, 1,
44-45, 1901. maximum and minimum, and such other features as are susceptible of measurement. Such
measurements, taken in connection with suitable enlargements of the original negatives, will give all the
information that the observations are capable of furnishing. The chief source of uncertainty in most of the
tabulated positions lies in the diffuse character of the features themselves. The error of measurement and
reduction, as such, determined from the iron lines in the comparison spectrum, is more or less 0.1A, except in
the extreme red, where it is of course slightly larger, while the uncertainty in locating the point of maximum in,
say, the diffuse bright hydrogen bands is of the order of several units. A word is perhaps in order concerning
the use of the terms maximum and...
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